
A HOTEL 
MADE OF ICE
IMAGINE A HOTEL WHERE 
EVERYTHING IS MADE OF 
ICE: WALLS, BEDS AND 
EVEN TABLES. THE ROOM 
TEMPERATURE IS NO 
DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF 
THE FRIDGE AND DRINKS ARE 
SERVED IN GLASSES MADE 
OF ICE. WHAT WOULD YOU 
SAY TO A WARM STAY IN THIS 
EXTRAORDINARY HOTEL?
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D
lthough there are now similar hotels around the world 
– in Canada, Japan, Romania, Norway and Finland 

Kiruna. This is a region where snow lies on the ground 
for 8 to 9 months of the year. The number of dogs used 
to pull the sledges in this town is said to be higher than 

never sets, in order to see the phenomenon known as “midnight sun”. The idea 
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This hotel began as individual ice buildings that were 
constructed in the town on a small scale from 1989, 
becoming a hotel in a few years. In order to really 
understand the concept behind this ice hotel, which this 
year celebrates its 23rd anniversary, we have to know 
a little more about its construction. The founders of the 
hotel could almost have been the owners of a chain of 23 
hotels in those 23 years, since they construct a new hotel 
every year; but all the hotels they have built so far have 
disappeared. They currently have only one hotel; the ice 
hotel that they constructed for the 2012-2013 season and 
which opened its doors in December 2012.

The ice hotel is built right on the banks of the River Torne, 
the longest river in the region. When the clean waters 
of the river freeze in winter it forms crystal clear ice of 
the highest quality in the world. Ice from this river is 
cut into blocks at the end of winter and stored at -50C in 
giant depots. These ice blocks, which have a total weight 
of 30,000 tonnes, are, along with tens of thousands of 
square metres of snow, the construction materials for the 
following year’s hotel.
The construction of the hotel begins in November, 

in December. Of course all this effort is only for a few 
months; when it starts to get warmer at the end of March 
the hotel is closed to visitors. In the following weeks the 
hotel slowly melts and mixes back into the waters of the 
river from which it emerged the previous year.
According to the hotel’s creators, this is not only a building 
but a “living art project”. It is an annual product of 
inspiration from the country’s freezing temperatures. 
Designers from different parts of the world create this 

Kesilip bir sonraki 
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splendid building in a very short time. Of course, even 
if you love the hotel you cannot stay there twice. As if in 
homage to Heraclitus, a brand new hotel with different 
architecture is constructed each year. 

Of course such a special hotel has special rules. When 
you check in, you are given various pieces of information 
as well as special clothes and special sleeping bags 
that you must use for the duration of your visit. Your 
belongings will be stored in a locked luggage room during 
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your stay; if you bring it to your room, it will freeze 
during the night.
The bed you will sleep on is made of large ice blocks, a 
wooden base and a mattress covered with reindeer skin. The 
rooms have no doors, with a curtain instead. Around 7.30 
am, you will be woken by one of the hotel’s guides and served 
hot lingonberry juice in your room. You have access to the hot 
showers, sauna and toilets in the “normal” hotel just beside 
the ice hotel. Many visitors, probably because they don’t want 
to leave Jukkasjärvi with only icy memories, spend one night 
in the cold accommodation of the ice hotel and another in the 
warm accommodation run by the same management. 
The Ice Hotel is open to visitors and regular guided tours 
are offered, almost like a museum, and visitors can also 
look around all the rooms of the hotel. In the evening 
the hotel is only open to overnight guests. As well as the 
standard rooms the hotel also has unique suites, designed 
by various artists. Cleaning such an extraordinary hotel 
is also different than in a conventional hotel; snow that 
throughout the day becomes grey or dirty is thrown away 
and replaced with new snow. 
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This hotel is like a small city of ice, offering many services 
other than just accommodation. Throughout the year many 
couples begin their married life in the ice church, reconstructed 
every year just beside the ice hotel. Plays are performed in the 
ice theatre and, of course, another building that is as famous 
as the ice hotel itself is the ice bar. The glasses in this bar, 
where you sit on tables and chairs made of ice, are disposable; 
drinks are served in glasses made of ice, specially produced in 
the area’s ice factory. These ice glasses, made of high quality 
ice obtained from the River Torne, are so famous that they are 
exported to various bars around the world. 

But of course you don’t have to spend all your time in the 
hotel. Here you have the chance to experience the “Aurora 
Borealis”, the mesmerising riot of colours – green, red and 
pink lights covering the sky – known as the “Northern 
Lights”. This natural phenomenon is caused by the interaction 
of charged particles from the sun with the atmosphere and 
is a beauty of nature that can be observed in regions close to 
the North Pole on clear nights. You also have the chance to 
participate in many activities are not easily found elsewhere, 

on sledges pulled by huskies, or lessons in ice sculpture.

Kiruna’ya 

HERE YOU HAVE THE CHANCE TO EXPERIENCE THE 
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